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expensive equipment for the planes. In Cleveland I had money
enough of my own to buy these things, but I did not want to touch
it, if I could possibly help it. The way things stood between Father
and myself, this might be the only money I would have in the world
when I emerged from the Arctic.
I tried the army and navy air services in Washington, but with
no success, though I merely asked for the loan of such equipment.
The National Geographic Society could not help me out. I even
approached Father for the money, to be refused, of course; but I
told him that if everything else failed, I should have to use my own
funds.
At last I could put it off no longer. I drew a draft on my Cleve-
land bank for $10,000 and waited for the money to arrive. Instead,
I received a telephone call from the bank saying that my father
had instructed them not to honour any of my drafts. What right
had he to send such instructions? I asked. The money was my
own and I insisted upon immediate payment, for my time was
short. The bank official pleaded with me. He acknowledged that
they were legally obliged to honour the draft, but on the other hand
they did not want to offend so important a depositor as James W.
Ellsworth. Wouldn't I see him and straighten it out? I told
them it was no use for me to try that, and that I expected the
money.
Instead, they sent Mr. Clark again. He saw me first to explain
into what a delicate position this clash had placed the bank. It
was better to take a little more time and settle such a thing amicably.
I was willing for him to try.
He went to see Father, finding him, as he told me, in a terrible
state of anxiety. At sight of him Father blurted out: "I won't have
any responsibility for this expedition. I can't help but feel that I
am sending my own son to his death."
"Mr. Ellsworth," said Clark, "do you know why Lincoln wants
the ten thousand dollars?"
Father replied that he didn't.
"Among other things, he wants to buy parachutes. Do you want
your son to go without parachutes? He is going, parachutes or
no parachutes—that I know. Don't you think it's taking a little
responsibility if you force him to go without that safeguard?"

